
MINUTES 

Del Norte Local Agency Formation Commission 
August 23, 2010 

4:00 pm 
 
 
Members Present:   Leslie McNamer, Kathryn Murray, Charles Slert, Judith Dobbs, 

Alternate Public Member and Gerry Hemmingsen, Chair  
 
Members Absent: Sparky Countess, Public Member 
 
Others Present:   George Williamson, Executive Director, Karen Phillips, PS Business 

Services, Eric Taylor, City of Crescent City, Michael Mazzei, counsel 
for Bertsch-Ocean View CSD and Reweti Wiki, Elk Valley Rancheria  

 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

Chairman Hemmingsen called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 

2. Public Hearing  

 A. Municipal Service Review (MSR) and Sphere of Influence (SOI) update 

hearing, staff reports and resolution for Bertsch-Ocean View Community 

Services District (BOV CSD) and City of Crescent City. 

 

The public hearing for the BOV CSD was opened at 4:01 p.m.  Staff 

discussed the MSR and SOI update.  Bertsch-Ocean View is a water only 

district.  They do provide those services; however, there is one connection 

that they are serving outside their SOI to serve the Martin Ranch property.  

The CSD SOI is proposed to be amended to include this property.  

Primarily, the district services residential areas.  A letter from Dale Miller, 

Chairman of the Elk Valley Rancheria was presented to the Commission 

by Elk Valley Rancheria’s Reweti Wiki regarding concerns addressed by 

the Tribe and the Local 751.  Mr.  Mazzei, attorney for the district, was 

present as well.    

 

Commissioners asked questions regarding the existing and proposed map 

overlays.  The black outline on the map shows the City’s urban 

boundaries.  The following persons spoke:  Reweti Wiki indicated the 

Rancheria supports an amendment that includes the Martin Ranch within 

the SOI boundaries.  Michael Mazzei thanked the Commission for allowing 

the BOV CSD board to comment; they note that water is being provided 

to the Martin Ranch and the SOI amendment will recognize this service 

extension.  Mr. Mazzei indicated that the BOV CSD contract engineer is 

looking at service in the King Street area and defining the boundaries of 

the district where the City and district lines are not clearly defined.   Mr. 

Mazzei anticipates that this may be coming back for delineation.  The City 

has been charging the Martin Ranch water bills to the Rancheria on 

behalf of the district and the water use has been going on for some time.  

The district anticipates that there may be more users that they do not 

know about.  The public hearing was closed at 4:09 p.m.  Commissioner 

Murray noted that in the transmittal from Mr. Williamson to the City 



Manager, dated August 12, 2010, with six determinations.  She wants to 

make sure the language in the resolution is sufficient regarding the 

findings made by the Commission.   

 

LAFCo Legal Counsel has reviewed the resolution, but no comments were 

made by him regarding content.  Commissioner Slert indicated that Elk 

Valley Rancheria did not give growth projections, but listed current 

populations.  He would like to see that information.  Mr. Williamson said the 

County’s general plan designation is listed as a low density residential and 

that is what was used at this time.  Commissioner Slert also indicated that 

there was discussion regarding the Community Service District not having 

full-time employees and contracting out for the professional services.  

There was discussion of an 11% markup, yet they still have quasi part-time 

consultants.  Mr. Mazzei indicated that the funds are being used to pay off 

the loan and provide services. 

 

On a motion by Commissioner McNamer, seconded by Commissioner 

Murray, and unanimously carried on a polled vote, the Del Norte Local 

Agency Formation Commission approved and adopted Resolution No. 10-

03, entitled, Resolution of the Del Norte Local Agency Formation 

Commission Approving a Municipal Services Review for the Bertsch-

Ocean View Community Services District, and approved the Bertsch-

Ocean View amended SOI with the six determinations listed in the MSR. 

 

The public hearing for the City of Crescent City’s MSR was opened at 4:17 

p.m.  Staff reported that no action is proposed.  There is a substantial 

amount of area under the City’s current SOI with no City land use 

designation; those areas are those outside the City limits and outside the 

urban area.  Research shows what the County designations are for those 

areas outside the limits but within the urban boundaries.  What was 

discovered in that area were a significant amount of resource (State, 

federal, timberland and agricultural = 60%) land.   

 

At this point the commission cannot take an action regarding the sphere 

because of the lack of City General Plan designations for significant 

portions of the existing SOI.  Staff is suggested that the City take the 

following steps: 1) consider the development potential in the current SOI; 

2) apply City General Plan designations to those areas outside the Urban 

Area to remain in the SOI; and 3) adopt or amend the SOI accordingly to 

reflect planned development with City’s General Plan and land use 

designations.  Adding the Martin Ranch should be considered in the SOI 

amendment.  Due to the time it may take the City to complete the 

recommended actions, the hearing will be closed with no action.  No 

public comments were made.  Commissioner Murray asked about 

development outside the sphere and extending lines through one of the 

areas that is not within the sphere.  Staff indicated that there is a process 

for annexation and adding to the SOI.  Commissioner Slert asked (on the 

map) about the Cooper Street (behind the cemetery) park and 



designating it as an urban park.  He thought that the map should 

designate it as such.  Mr. Williamson will follow up on that. The public 

hearing was closed at 4:33 p.m. with no action. 

 

3. Regular Business 

A. Approval of June 14, 2010 Minutes (ATTACHMENT 3A). 

On a motion by Commissioner Slert, seconded by Commissioner Murray, 

and unanimously carried, the Del Norte Local Agency Formation 

Commission approved and adopted the minutes of the June 14, 2010 

meeting as presented. 

 

B. Municipal Services Review Compliance Status (ATTACHMENT 3B). 

Executive Officer Williamson reviewed the MSR compliance list with the 

Commission.  The report was presented for information only.  The 

Commission needs to finish up with the Crescent City MSR and Smith River 

Cemetery District MSR and then begin the new cycle of reviews from five 

years ago.   
 

C. End of Fiscal Year Budget Status Report for 2009-10 (ATTACHMENT 3C). 

Executive Officer Williamson reviewed the 2009-2010 FY budget, noting 

another fiscal year is complete; the figures were presented from the 

County Auditor.  At the year-end $2,348.00 was left over in the budget 

and will be carried forward to this fiscal year.  This item was presented for 

information only, no action was necessary. 

 

D. CALAFCO Board of Directors Elections (ATTACHMENT 3D). 

Executive Officer Williamson reported on the request for nominations for 

new officers for CALAFCO.  Staff recommended that the commission offer 

to support the activities without participating as this will be a ten county 

region and staff feels that it will be well represented.  Information will be 

brought back for the commissioners to participate without actually 

serving. 

 
4. Inquiries, Correspondence, Application Status and Referrals 

A. Staff - The Executive Officer will provide a report of current projects, 

issues of interest, and pending legislation, including a report from the 

California Local Agency Formation Commission (CALAFCO) Workshop 

and the City of Crescent City Annexation Workshop.  

Staff suggested that no meeting be held in Sept. 

 

B. Commission - On their own initiative, Commission members may make 

brief announcements or reports on their own activities.  They may ask 

questions for clarification, make a referral to staff or request a business 



matter be placed on a future agenda per Government Code Section 

54954.2 (a). 

The following Commissioners made reports: Commissioner Slert was 

approached by nine individuals regarding the commercial properties on 

Parkway Drive near Washington Boulevard with the intention that the 

commercial properties realize their full potential.  The folks were referred to 

Mr. Williamson to form a district.   

Mr. Williamson would work with them to get the process moving forward 

as necessary.  Addie Meedom House is still looking at the provision of 

services to their facility.  Commissioner Murray thanked staff for the 

Bertsch-Ocean View MSR completion.  

 

C. Public - Public comment on items of interest to the public within the 

subject matter jurisdiction of the Local Agency Formation Commission, 

and not otherwise appearing on the agenda.  No action may be n on 

any item not appearing on the agenda. take 

The following persons addressed the Commission:  None. 
 

5. Adjournment 

There being no further business to come before the Commission, Chairman 

Hemmingsen closed the meeting at 4:42 p.m. until the next regularly 

scheduled meeting on October 25, 2010 at 4:00 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Karen L. Phillips, Recording Secretary 
 


